
THE LIBRARY CHRONICLE.

Xlbran? flotes an& neves.
The Editor earnestly requests that librarians and others will send to

him early and accurate information as to all local Library doings. The
briefest record of facts and dates is all that is required.

In course of time " Library Notes and News" will become of the
utmost value to the historian of the Public Library movement, and it is
therefore of the highest importance that every paragraph should be
vouched for by local knowledge. Brief written Paragraphs are better
than newspaper cuttings.

ABERDEEN.—Miss Maud Storr Best and Miss Margaret Cooper
Salmond have been appointed sub-librarians in the Aberdeen University
Library.

ALYTH.—The Loyal Library at Alyth, which owes its existence to
the late Captain Ogilvy, of Loyal, who left his valuable library to the
inhabitants, together with .£500 for its maintenance, is being provided
with a new building.

BELFAST : LINEN HALL LIBRARY.—Many important addi-
tions have recently been made to the collection of Belfast printed books
and of works illustrative of Ulster history, and a grant has been made by
the trustees of the British Museum of the 317 parts already issued of the
general catalogue of printed books in the British Museum Library. The
public, as well as the subscribers to the Linen Hall Library, will have
access to this catalogue.

BLACKBURN.—An interesting bas-relief, representing modern
thinkers and writers, has just been fixed in the Blackburn Free Library.
It is executed by Mr. G. W. Scale, and is a comparison to one already in
the library. The ancient panel represents : Moses (early literature),
Homer (ancient poetry), Plato (philosophic teaching), Chaucer (early
English poetry), Shakespeare (drama), Milton (epic poetry), Bacon (early
English philosophy), Sir Isaac Newton (science), and Sir Walter Scott
(light literature). In the modern panel, nine figures are represented,
with suitable symbols in low relief. Macaulay stands for modern his-
tory, Thackeray and Dickens modern fiction, Browning and Tennyson
modern poetry, Ruskin and Carlyle criticism, and Owen and Darwin
contemporary science. In the centre of the panel is the Temple of the
Muses, an altar surmounted with the flame of inspiration.

BRIERLEY HILL.—The Free Library Committee have decided to
obliterate the sporting intelligence from the newspapers in the reading-
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404 Tin Library.

BRIGHTON.—Improvements, which are to cost about ,£23,000, are
about to be made in the building of the Brighton Public Library, Museum,
and Art Gallery.

BRISTOL.—The Town Council have approved plans for a new branch
library in Trinity Road, S t Philip's, at a cost of £4,500

The Bristol Museum and Reference Library, having been re-decorated
and fitted with the electric light, were re-opened on November 12th. The
building will now be open from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. It was formerly closed
at six in the summer and at dusk in winter.

BROMLEY.— On December 8th, Sir John Lubbock officiated at the
opening ceremony of the Bromley Free Library and Reading-room and
Science and Art Schools. In declaring the buildings open, Sir John
said that there had recently been some discussion with regard to the
proportion of solid literature and light fiction taken out by the readers at
free libraries. He had been quite surprised to find how many solid
books were read. Besides, a novel might be picked up and read in a
few hours ; a book on science, art, or history might occupy many days'
study. He would be the last to undervalue stories and fiction. In their
place they supplied a very valuable part of our literature, and he dared
say that most of them had learned more of the history of their native
country from Shakespeare and Scott than Stubbs and Freeman. How-
ever, it had been proved that the reading of the more heavy of solid
literature had been gradually extending since free libraries had been
opened

BURY ST. EDMUNDS.—The Public Libraries Act has been adopted
by 856 votes against 842, majority 14.

CAMBRIDGE.— The Free Library Committee, in their annual report,
make the following interesting remarks on their late colleague, Mr.
Henry Thomas Hall:—" His name was associated with many public
bodies in Cambridge, but his intimate connection with the Free Library
was unique, as a member of the committee for nearly thirty-five years
and as its largest and most munificent donor. A casual visit to the
Library when it was in Jesus Lane, some four years after its establish-
ment, at once excited his curiosity, and watching its operations for a
short time his interest was at once secured, and he was elected a member
of the committee on November 9th, 1859. His personal friend, Mr. James
Reynolds, was also a member of the committee at that time, and was
contributing very liberally to the Library. Mr. Hall's first donation was
one of ten volumes in the year i860, and from that time forward, month
by month and year by year, he continued to purchase or take from his
own shelves books to be presented to the Library. At first his contribu-
tions were works of a popular character, but later on the idea was carried
out of forming a Shakespeare Memorial Library, and later still, a collec-
tion of dramatic literature. These two collections comprise 3,123
volumes, including a large number of pamphlets and separate plays,
nearly the whole of which were his gifts. The total number of volumes
presented by Mr. Hall was 4,297. For three periods of two years each
was Mr. Hall elected Chairman of the Library Committee, and rarely
was he absent from any of its meetings. His interest in the Library
remained unabated, and although his sight partially failed him during
the last months of his life, yet his daily habit was to visit the Library
morning, afternoon, and evening, and it was only the day before he died
that he visited it for the last time. Fortunately, by the liberality of Mr.
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Library Notes and News. 405

W. H. Hattersley, in 189a the Library secured a splendid portrait of Mr.
Hall, but nevertheless the institution lost its best benefactor, and the
committee a friend whom all respected."

The late Professor Bensle/s Oriental library has been presented to
the Cambridge University Library, where it will be kept apart as a
memorial collection.

GUMMINGSTON, ELGIN.—The use of the school-room at Cum-
mingston has been granted for the accommodation of a free library,
which Sir William and Lady Gordon Cumming are giving to the village.

DARLINGTON.—The Board of Guardians Assessment Committee
have ultimately agreed to assess the Library at the rate of £ i2oand^ ioo
net The original assessment was £100, against which the Committee
appealed in the hope of having it made £&o, that being the amount at
which the Inland Revenue Authorities had rated the Library. The
Guardians' Committee, however, acting under the advice of their Clerk,
increased the amount to ,£258 gross and ^215 net Being' informed that
they had no legal remedy, t ie Library Committee admitted their liability
but pointed out at the same time that to pay upon the larger amount
would materially cripple the work of the institution, whereupon the
Guardians' Committee reduced it, as above stated.

DARWEN, LANCASHIRE.—Mr. Albert Cawthorne, chief assistant
in the Central Reference Library at Birmingham, has been appointed
librarian of the Free Library.

The Free Library Committee of Darwen have decided to adopt the
" Clerkenwell system " of free access to the shelves. The library com-
prises about 16,000 volumes, with a daily average of about 100 readers.

DORCHESTER.—A library of clerical and theological works has
been established at the County Museum by the Rev. Walter Lock and
Canon E. R. Bernard. The Rev. O. M. Ridley has been appointed
librarian, and the library will be under the management of a committee
consisting of the incumbents for the time being of the five parishes of the
town, and the librarian. The use of the books will be free to incumbents,
curates, and chaplains of the town, and open to other of the clergy and
laity on payment of 5s. a year.

DOWNPATRIOK.—The Town Commissioners have been consider-
ing the question of adopting the Public Libraries Act, and have come to
the conclusion that it is not desirable at the present time to adopt the
Act

EDINBURGH.—The centenary of the Edinburgh Subscription Lib-
rary was celebrated on December 4th, when Professor Mason delivered
an interesting address. Some correspondence ensued in the Scotsman
as to the relative claims of Dr. Hall or Dr. Paddie to be the founder of
the institution.

FALKIRK.—On December 17th, at the annual meeting in connec-
tion with the Free Library, founded by Mr. Robert Dollar, at Falkirk, a
resolution was unanimously passed requesting the Town Council to adopt
the Public Libraries Act, and to take over the " Dollar" Library.

GLASGOW.—A large collection of Gaelic books has been added
to the library of the Free Church College, which now boasts of pos-
sessing a Gaelic library second to none in the world.
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HALIFAX.—On November 17th, two new branch libraries—for the
Bradshaw and Mixenden districts—were opened at Halifax.

HARTLEPOOL.— The foundation stone of the West Hartlepool Free
Library was laid on October 20th, by Alderman Sir W. Gray and Alderman
G. Pyman, the donors of the land (worth £ 1,200) on which the library
will be built Mr. A. Watkins has been appointed librarian.

HA WARDEN.— The Westminster GoMttte ofNovember nth and 13th
contained descriptive articles on St Deiniofs Library at Hawarden,
established by Mr. Gladstone.

HJSY WOOD, LANCASHIRE.—Mr. Thomas Kay, of Stockport, hat
promised to furnish a reference library of 400 volumes in the new
Technical School at Heywood.

HULL.—The Hull Corporation have applied to the Local Govern-
ment Board for permission to borrow ,£20,000 to provide a public library.
There was no opposition at the inquiry in November.

HYDE, CHESHIRE.—The Hyde Free Library was opened on
December 8th, by the Mayor of that town. Mr. Chorton has been
appointed librarian.

JT5DBTJRGH.— At two general meetings of the subscribers of the
Jedburgh Mechanics' Institute, it has been resolved to hand over the
entire property of the Institute to the Free Library Committee. Against
this resolution Mr. George Hilson, solicitor, one of the vice-presidents of
the Institute, has lodged objections, and the matter is therefore at a
standstill.

KIDDERMINSTER. —In recognition of the active part taken by Mr.
Tomlinson, Mayor of Kidderminster, in securing the erection of the free
library building, a portrait of that gentleman has been subscribed for
and presented to him, the Earl of Dudley making the formal presentation
on behalf of the subscribers.

LARNE, ANTRIM.—It is proposed to adopt the Public Libraries
Act for the urban district of Lame, and by doing so to acquire the
building known as the McGarel Town HalL

LIVERPOOL.—There is in existence in this city a Central Circu-
lating Library Association, which now supplies about 2,000 volumes a
year to small libraries in connection with schools, village clubs, and
churches in Liverpool and the neighbourhood. We learn from a com-
munication of Miss M. E. Harrison to the press that the method of work
is as follows :—On payment of a small annual subscription, from 53.
upwards, a library is entitled to receive a parcel or box of books, which
can be changed three times a year—in February, June, and October.
Five shillings will obtain twenty-one books a year in three parcels of
seven. For a guinea a library may have ninety books a year—that is,
three boxes of thirty. Each librarian can choose his books from the
printed catalogue, in which are to be found the names of many of the
best and newest works of fiction, travel, and biography, and plenty of
boys', girls', and children's books.

The Tate library at the University College has received a notable
addition by the bequest of the library of the late Rev. John Hamilton
Thorn. It includes the books and papers of Joseph Blanco White, whose
" Life" was written by Mr. Thorn.
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LONDON : HAMPSTEAD.—A novel development of free library
work has been initiated by the library and museum commissioners of the
parish of Hampstead. They have caused to be erected on .a triangular
piece of land known as South-end Green (almost adjoining Hampstead
Heath station), an open-air newspaper stand, upon which will be affixed
every day a copy of a London newspaper. A variety of papers will be
displayed in rotation.

LONDON: HIOHGATE HILL.-Mr. Edwin Lawrence has pre-
sented 1,000 volumes to this library, which is his third gift of a similar
number.

LONDON: KENSINGTON (NORTH).—Samuel Blake, a musician,
recently disturbed the harmony of this library by appearing on the scene
and assaulting the assistant librarian. For his drunken behaviour he
was fined 27s. or 21 days.

LONDON : LINCOLN'S INN.—Mr. A. F. Etheridge, sub-librarian
of the Codrington (Law) Library in All Souls1 College, Oxford, has
been appointed librarian of Lincoln's Inn Library, the salary being £400
a year.

LONDON: LINDLEY LIBRABY.—Mr. W. Roberts, in the
Gardener's Chroniclt of December 8th, makes some interesting suggestions
towards the development and utilisation of the Lindley Library of horti-
cultural books.

LONDON: PADDINOTON.— The Paddington Free Library is
now removed from Praed Street to No. 7, Bishops road.

LONDON : ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE.—The Bar Library
has just acquired sets of the legislative enactments of the various
English colonies, and a complete set of the legislative acts and codes of
India.

LONDON: ST. BRIDE FOUNDATION INSTITUTE—This
new institution contains the collection of books and pamphlets on the
art of printing and kindred subjects formed by the late Mr. William
Blades, and comprising nearly 3,000 volumes. It has also a technical
library, consisting of modern books on printing, paper-making, book-
binding, and the allied trades, presented by Mr. Passmore Edwards.

LONDON: SHOREDITOH.—Mr. J. Passmore Edwards has pro-
mised the Shoreditch Library Commissioners a contribution- of £iflao
towards the erection of their second library in Pitfield Street as soon as
they are ready to have the foundation stone laid. This offer will bring
up Mr. Edwards' donations to the Shoreditch libraries to .£5,250 and
1,000 books. The Commissioners have accepted the offer, and have
resolved that the new library shall be called the " Passmore Edwards
Library."

LONDON : SOUTHWARK.—Mr. R. K. Causton, M.P., opened St
Saviour's Public Library, Southwark, on November 2nd. It was to have
been opened by the Pnnce and Princess of Wales, but they had been
called out of the country in consequence of the illness of the Czar. The
building comprises a newspaper-room, magazine-room, reference library,
and lending library. The latter department is already stocked with
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408 The Library.

8,652 books, but the reference library is not yet well supplied. The
Library Commissioners have paid ,£1,500 for the site, ,£500 for fittingup
the building, .£0,20 for books, and .£5,042 for the buildings. The
librarian is Mr. H. D. Roberts, formerly of Newcastle-on-Tyne.

LONDON: CENTRAL TELEGRAPH OFFICE LIBRARY.—
At the Holbom Town Hall, on November 2nd, a promenade concert and
dance took place with the double object of celebrating the opening of the
extended premises for the Central Telegraph Office Library, now capable
of containing 10,000 volumes, and of aiding the funds for farther
increasing the number of works of a scientific and philosophical character.

MANCHESTER : OWENS COLLEGE.—Mr. J.H.Clarke, of Chrises
College, Cambridge, has been appointed librarian of the Owens College
library. Mr. Clarke distinguished himself at Cambridge last year by
winning a First Class in the Modem and Mediaeval Languages Tripos.

Four sectional catalogues of the Owens College Library have been
issued recently, relating to (1) the historical library of the late Professor
Freeman, which was purchased en bloc for the college (2) the law library ;
(3) the theological collection ; (4) the classical collection.

NENAGH, IRELAND.—The Nenagh Town Commissioners have
decided to adopt the Public Libraries Act The penny rate will only
yield .£25 a year.

OLDHAM.—An extensive and important addition to the Free Library
building was opened, with appropriate ceremony, on October 22nd, by
Alderman Emmott

On December 10th, Mr. J. P. Briscoe, librarian of the Nottingham
Free Libraries, delivered a lecture on " The Channel Islands " at the Old-
ham Central Free Library.

OXFORD : INDIAN INSTITUTE— Sir Monier Williams appeals
in the Times (December 5th) for financial help towards providing a
printed catalogue of the remarkable oriental library given to the Oxford
Indian Institute by the late Dr. S. C. Malan, who is characterised as " an
orientalist absolutely unequalled, and never likely to be equalled in
respect of the marvellous diversity of his linguistic attainments and the
profundity of his scholarship." The collection is said to contain " price-
less treasures, the possession of which has elevated the library of the
Indian Institute to a unique position among the oriental libraries of
Europe."

A new branch library for Summertown was opened on January 1st

PETERBOROCTGH—The "Half-hour Talk" scheme has proved
very successful at the Public Library this winter. This is the third series.

RUNOORN.—Canon Maitland Wood gave a useful "Half-hour Talk,"
entitled "A few Hints to Readers," at the Runcorn Free Library on
December 6th.

STRATFORD-ON-AVON.—The trustees of the Shakespeare Me-
morial Library have decided to prepare and print a catalogue of that
valuable library.

TAUNTON.—It seems probable that the Libraries Act will be
adopted at Taunton. Mr. W. H. Fowler, Mr. T. Penny and Mr. C.
The have offered liberal donations in money and books towards a library.
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WILLENH ATITI.—It has not been possible for some years past to
purchase any new books for the Willenhall Free Library, owing to the
mortgage debt on the building. A movement has now been started to
raise funds to clear the building, or, at least, to find money to expend
on a considerable number of books.

WORCESTER.—Mr. S. SouthalL Town Clerk, has resigned the
hoDorary secretaryship of the Public Library Committee, and the duties
will in future be performed by the librarian, Mr. T. Duckworth.

Jottings.
MR. ASQUITH, the Home Secretary, in a speech on London Reform,

delivered on December 8th, spoke of the provision of public baths and
public libraries. He said: " In St Pancras, with its 234,000 inhabitants,
there is not a single public library to which the working man can go. In
the parishes of Bethnal Green and Mile End, two of the most necessitous
districts in London, there is neither bath nor library. To a certain extent
the people themselves, who are directly consulted in the matter, are
responsible ; but I say that if you send the right class of men—aye, and
the right class of women—to these bodies, the condition of things which
I have described will soon be of the past." He added : " You may, aye,
you should, see in every parish in London baths and washhouses and
libraries, where the elementary conditions of civilisation may be placed
at the disposal of the humblest of our citizens."

MR. THOMAS BARCLAY in a letter to the Times (December 26th),
describes the work of the Paris Comiti de Legislation itranglre, part of
which consists in the formation of a library of foreign law books and
foreign and colonial codes and laws. The library now numbers 30,000
volumes, and its catalogue, issued in 1889, is said to be "one of the
most valuable bibliographies the international jurist can have in his
library."

T H E following note was published in the Times of December 26th: "I t
appears from statistics just issued in connection with the public libraries
of .America that the State of Massachusetts ranks first, with 212 free
public libraries and a total of 2,760,000 volumes. - This yields no fewer
than 1,233 volumes for every 1,000 persons of the population. The nearest
rival is New Hampshire, with 42 libraries and 175,000 books, or 464
volumes to each 1,000 of the population. The Western State of Illinois
comes third, with 42 libraries, but only 130 volumes to each 1,000 of the
population. Massachusetts has more libraries than all the six States
ranking next to her ; yet the curious circumstance is pointed out that she
has never received any large bequests. In fact, in the list of individual
gifts of $1,000,000 and upwards for public libraries she does not appear.
Chicago claims the two most princely donors, namely—Mr. John Crerar,
with gifts amounting to .£600,000 sterling, or 83,000,000 ; and Mr. W. N.
Newberry, with £400,000, or $2,000,000. In New York, the Astor
family have given ,£400,000 for public libraries; Baltimore received
,£300,000 from Mr. George Peabody and ,£350,000 from Mr. Enoch
Pratt; Philadelphia has received ,£300,000 from Dr. James Rush ; and
Pittsburg has received .£220,000 from Mr. Andrew Carnegie."

T H E presence of some polemical books and papers in the Cork
Free Library has been discovered, and the discovery has caused much
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